
THES PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD INTERVIEWS (2018-19) 
 
1st Vice President - Programs  
(currently open position, interview completed by Heidi Philyaw) 
 
What do you like most about your position? 
I enjoy getting to know new people, and being involved with events at the school. Serving as VP 
Programs has given me exposure to activities I was not previously aware of or involved in, such 
as Running Club and the Reflections program. As my children grow within the school and are 
old enough to participate in some of the activities offered, it’s nice to know who is leading and 
planning them, and what is involved.  I have gained a true appreciation for the volunteers 
coordinating the after-school clubs and programs, and have enjoyed participating in Teacher 
Appreciation events. 
 
Who do you work with the most in your position?  
I work mostly with the PTA President and the Principal, as well as the committee chairs and 
coordinators for Appreciation & Recognition, Education & Extracurricular, Reflections, Running 
Club, Chess Club and the Scholarship program. 
 
What is your average time commitment?  
On average, I spend less than one hour per week on my responsibilities in this position. At the 
beginning and end of the school year, the time commitment is generally a few hours per week, 
as this position is responsible for Open House activities and the end of year PTA transitions 
dinner.  
 
Contact Heidi with questions or for more information: philyaw4@gmail.com. 
 
2nd Vice President - Ways and Means (Trista Shah) 
 
 What do you like most about your position? 
I enjoy getting to know new people and being more involved at school. It has been interesting 
and very eye opening to be involved in the behind the scenes work of the PTA and specifically 
all the work that goes into PTA membership and Trail Blazer Club. I have a new appreciation for 
all the ways the PTA enhances the ability of the administration and the teachers to provide our 
kids with a unique and fun educational experience. I've also learned how important 
memberships are to continuing all these valuable programs.  
 
Who do you work with the most in your position? 
I have worked mostly with the PTA President, the Principal, the Treasurer and other members of 
the PTA executive board as well as committee chairs.  
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What is your average time commitment? 
The responsibilities of this position are largely concentrated at the beginning of the school year. 
During that period, I spent 4-5 hours per week entering memberships and working with the 
treasurer to make sure funds from memberships and TBC were appropriately allocated. 
However, once the beginning of the year passed, the job has been much less time intensive, so 
I'd say the total time commitment averages to an hour or so per week over the course of the 
year. Also, with some exciting software changes we are making, the initial time commitment 
should be much less as well. 
 
Contact Trista with questions or for more information: tristamshah@gmail.com 
 
3rd Vice President – Volunteers (LaRuth Ensley) 
 
What do you like most about your position?  
I enjoy my position as the Vice President for Volunteer Programs.  I have the pleasure of 
working closely with families and meeting new families transitioning into our community. Also, as 
a parent volunteer, I have the benefit of being involved in the activities around the school, 
community, and with my children. The most exciting part of the year as VP of Volunteer 
Programs is Open House, Back to School Night, Volunteer Orientation, and Volunteers 
Appreciation Breakfast. 
 
Who do you work with the most in your position?  
Currently, I work predominantly on an "as needed basis" with the building principal, the PTA 
president and other volunteers.  
 
What is your average time commitment?  
The average time commitment varies depending on what is needed; however, it is never more 
than two hours per month.  
 
Contact LaRuth with questions or for more information: l_ensley@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer (Laurie Owens) 
 
Who do you work with the most in your position? 
I work mostly with the President and Ways and Means. 
 
What is the average time commitment in your position? 
In the beginning of the year, from mid August through early November I spend an average of 
five hours per week as Treasurer. The remaining part of the school year I spend about an hour 
per week. 
 
 Contact Laurie with questions or for more information: lhowens@verizon.net 
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Recording Secretary (Cathy Parker) 
 
What do you like most about your position? 
It has been a great way to meet other parents at Twin Hickory and stay on top of PTA 
sponsored events.  I am very organized and love the opportunity to help out by taking notes and 
contributing to the PTA Board Meetings.  I have also appreciated the opportunity to get to know 
teachers and administrators that I otherwise might not have met. 
 
Who do you work with the most in your position?  
I work mostly with the PTA President and the Principal. 
 
What is your average time commitment?  
I attend monthly meetings that are usually finished in 1 hour, and can write up the minutes 
within 30 minutes after the meeting.  I also have the opportunity to be involved in committees 
and special events, as needed.  
 
 Contact Cathy with questions or for more information: mcatherineparker@gmail.com 
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